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About us
Established in July 2010, Justice for Iran (JFI) is a non-governmental, not-for-profit human rights
organization.
The mission of JFI is to address and eradicate the practice of impunity that empowers officials of the
Islamic Republic of Iran to perpetrate widespread human right violations against their citizens, and to
hold them accountable for their actions.
JFI unravels the truth and seeks justice for ethnic and religious minorities, LGBTs, women, and those
who are persecuted because of their political beliefs.
To achieve its mission, JFI researches, documents, validates, and litigates individual cases. It further
raises public awareness and participates in human rights advocacy through the UN and the EU.
Advisory Board
• Professor Yakın Ertürk, Middle East Technical University, Ankara
• Professor Payam Akhavan, McGill Univeristy
• Marietje Schaake, EU Parliament Member
Co-Founders
• Shadi Sadr, Human Rights Lawyer
• Shadi Amin, researcher, LGBT and women’ rights activist

2014 IMPACT REPORT
JUSTICE FOR IRAN

3

Highlights of the Year
•

JFI documentary film, Final Moment, announced as the winner of 2014 WVN Film Festival. This
film, about the rape of virgin political prisoners prior to execution in the 1980s in Iran, won the
prize of the 2014 Women’s Voices Now (WVN) Film Festival. It was also screened at Herat
Women’s International Film Festival where it was met with great responses including an
applause from the audience, especially Afghan women.

•

JFI & 6Rang launched their joint research report ‘Diagnosing Identities, Wounding-Bodies’ at
Istanbul Pride.
Turkey is not only a neighbouring country to Iran but also the first country with a significant
Muslim population to hold Pride each year, making it the most important event of its kind in
the region. It is also a temporary nest for many LGBT people who come all the way from Iran
to seek asylum. The report reached many Iranian and Turkish LGBT activists, scholars and
policy-makers as well as international media throughout the year.

•

Some semi-official media outlets directly addressed our activities on LGBTI rights. In one
instance, a website affiliated with Basij militia precisely referenced our complete report on the
event in Istanbul, yet it was also criticized harshly. However, this allowed visitors inside Iran to
access our report through an open website.

•

The UN High Commissioner of Human Rights, Navi Pillay, raised her concerns about Razieh
Ebrahimi, a juvenile offender who committed murder after falling victim to early marriage.
Justice for Iran previously sent a submission in response to the call of the Office of the High
Commissioner for Human Rights for civil society input on early and forced marriage and
submitted a joint letter with Women Living Under Muslim Laws (WLUML) on the case of Razieh
Ebrahimi.

•

The UN Special Rapporteur on the Situation of Human Rights in Iran cited JFI’s research, in his
latest report where he addressed early marriage. In November, Etemad Newspaper in Iran,
published a frontpage piece entitled “Strange Statistics in Ahmed Shaheed’s Report”. The piece
refers to statistics on early and forced marriages published in Shaheed’s report, regarding these
as the result of “specific forces” aimed at “presenting a negative image of Iran” and claims that
information in this report is “entirely incorrect”, arguing that the rate of marriage involving girls
in Iran has not risen. This sparked many discussions on social networks. JFI sent the newspaper
a reply which has never published by them but by us. In the reply, we notified the newspaper
that the statistics referenced in Ahmed Shaheed’s report were from a report by Justice for Iran
(JFI) and based on official statistics published by the Iranian National Registry.

•

Eight countries from Africa, Asia and Europe made recommendations the Islamic Republic to
rectify its national laws pertaining to forced and early marriages. A brief report, ‘Under Review:
Girls and Women’s Right in Iran’, which was shared with many delegations in Geneva prior to
Iran’s UPR, led eight countries to recommend that Iran raise the minimum age for marriage to
18 and end the practice of forced and early marriages (Sierra Leone), end all forced and early
marriages involving young girls (South Korea) and abolish the laws that allow children below
the age of 13 to marry pending a judge’s permission (Montenegro)
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Impacts
•

After 25 years of searching for truth and justice, Mothers of Khavaran was recognised
internationally through receiving the 2014 Gwangju Human Rights Prize
It was the first time that this grassroots movement which for years has been seeking
truth and justice for the victims of the 1980s mass atrocities, was recognised
internationally. Mothers of Khavaran was nominated by JFI who facilitated massive
media coverage of the Prize ceremony in all mainstream Iranian TV channels as well as
other media outlets. Mothers and relatives were able to visit Khavaran mass grave
without any interference or persecution for the first time after more than 5 years.
Khavaran mass grave is in a deserted land South East of the capital city, Tehran. The
families of those who were believed to be buried there secretly and collectively had
been deprived from visiting the grave site and holding public memorials. The mothers
and relatives also concluded that international recognition is now providing protection
for them.

•

Iran's Vice President for Women and Family Affairs declared that the laws permitting
marriage under the age of 15 have to change.
In advance of this unprecedented declaration and following its first report on this issue, Stolen
Lives, Empty Classroom, published in 2013, JFI published an updated report on the increasing
numbers of early marriages. Following this, some newspapers inside Iran re-published the
entire report without citing JFI. The report sparked a debate amongst the highest-ranking
policy-makers and in various conservative media outlets. Shahindokhot Mowlaverdi, the
Deputy President on Women and Family Affairs, confirming the statistics of the updated report,
said in an interview that the registration of more than 31,000 girl marriages under the age of
15 in the last year is not acceptable. “I raised the issue in the cabinet meeting and it was decided
that the Justice Minister submits a report to the government on how these marriages had been
registered.” She added. She also told another journalist that the laws which permit marriages
under the marriageable age must be changed.

A Glance at Our Activities
In 2014, JFI continued its four programs; LGBT rights, Human Rights Defenders, Justice and
Accountability, and Women’s Rights. JFI also conducted activities, both individually and jointly, in other
areas including ethnic minorities, death penalty etc.
JFI also continued to adopt the same strategies as previous years which included research and
publication, counselling and training, advocacy and public education, UN advocacy and joint actions.
However, due to the shift of EU policies towards the question of human rights in Iran, JFI focused more
on the UN human rights mechanisms rather than political mechanisms such as the EU human rights
sanctions. Moreover, JFI added litigation to the strategies under the Justice and Accountability program.
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JFI remained the sole Iranian human rights organisation to focus on impunity and litigation of human
rights violators in Iran. Our approach went beyond steps taken by others, which were mostly victimcentred, as we focused on the perpetrators in order to promote a culture of accountability.

Research and publication
JFI compiled and published two research reports, six submissions and alternative reports, eight briefs
and 70 profiles of human rights violators in 2014.
Medical Abuses and Other Human Rights Violations against Lesbian, Gay and Transgender People in Iran:
The two year project ‘No to Forced Sex Change’ which has been implemented jointly with Iranian
Lesbian and Transgender Network (6Rang), accomplished meticulous research and published an English
report entitled, ‘Diagnosing Identities, Wounding-Bodies’ with the attached policy briefing, Stop
Reperative Therapies and Mandatory Sex Reassignment Surgeries1.
The report and its policy briefing which have been used as advocacy tools at an international level
throughout the year, were admired by both scholars and activists. For example, Anissa Helie of John Jay
College, New York, wrote:
This thorough report relies on extensive testimonies to provide a much-needed insider's look
into the lives of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and intersex (LGBTI) people in Iran. JFI &
6Rang should be especially commended for their strong critique of a set of policies that
criminalize trans-dressing as well as private consensual same-sex sexual relations between
adults while promoting sex reassignments surgeries. The report goes beyond documenting the
wide range of discrimination and violence LGBTI people face from both state and non-state
actors, and also proposes a set of concrete recommendations developed by human rights
defenders. A courageous example of a well-grounded advocacy.
Compulsory Hijab: After 35 years hijab enforcement on all women in Iran regardless of their religious
background, JFI compiled a research report on the compulsory Islamic veil (hijab) which was the first
report in its kind to provide a review on the issue from the perspective of human rights. Looking at
official statistics and evidences, the bi-lingual report Thirty-Five Years of Forced Hijab: The Widespread
and Systematic Violation of Women’s Rights in Iran, which was launched in anticipation of International
Women’s Day, highlights different human rights violations which women in Iran experience because of
the compulsory hijab.
Sexual and Reproductive Rights: Following statements by the country’s Supreme Leader in 2013 to
double the country’s population as soon as possible, senior Iranian officials have concluded that a
radical shift in the country’s population control policy is in order, progressively limiting women’s access
to the labour market and providing policies and measures that coerce women to give birth to more
children. Two bills have been drafted which if passed, will completely destroy Iran’s birth control
program; this used to be the most successful in the region. Specifically, the Bills illegalize vasectomy,
greatly limit access to contraceptive methods, merit family men in the job market while limiting
women’s access to the work place and essentially confine women’s role to solely reproduction.
In the absolute absence of any reaction from women’s rights and human rights organisations, JFI
produced a legal analysis and submitted Using Rights to do Wrong: Women’s Reproductive and
Domestic Labour at the Service of Nation-Building, a report on the new policies and bills on family
1
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planning, to different international bodies such as CSW, the UN Working Group on Discrimination
against Women in Law and in Practice and ILO, inviting the international community to put pressure on
the Iranian Parliament to withdraw controversial bills restricting women.
Early and forced marriage: Following our first report on girl marriages, Stolen Lives, Empty Classroom,
published in 2013, we continued our research on forced and early marriages culminating in an updated
report.
The Databank of Human Rights Violators: JFI continued gathering and publishing information about
human rights violators, basic and essential activities towards combating impunity. At the end of 2014,
the information about 266 perpetrators including evidence, photos, testimonies etc. was stored in the
databank. So far, 70 of these profiles have been published on the website with a further 40 profiles to
be published this year. One of our most popular reports identified 19 state authorities responsible for
human rights violations against Evin ward 350 prisoners. While many human rights organizations raised
their concerns about violent incidents involving political prisoners, the report demonstrated JFI’s
unique approach of going further than solely reporting violence to reporting violators as well.

Training and counselling
Established in 2013, the JFI online hotline centre for activists (Dastgiri) continued to provide a wide
range of support for human rights defenders at risk, their relatives and friends of those who had been
arrested. It included legal counselling, trainings, publication of reports and statements, nominating the
activists belonging to the most marginalized groups for international awards etc. JFI provided
counselling services to 206 individuals who were based in different cities of Iran, working on different
areas such as women’s right, ethnic minority rights, LGBTs, human rights etc. We also published a
booklet on online security.
In February 2014, JFI nominated Mothers of Khavaran for the 2014 Gwangju Human Rights Prize. In
May 2014, the May 18 Foundation announced Mothers of Khavaran as the co-laureates of the prize. It
was the first time that this grassroots network received international recognition.
During their stay in Gwangju, the mothers had a number of meetings with the Mothers of 18 May as
well as Korean influential and activists, which was incredibly inspiring and touching for both sides. In
fact, the South Asian human rights community in general became aware of the situation of HRDs in
Iran, and Mothers of Khavaran learnt of others’ experiences.
The second group which we provided counselling services and training to over the last year in
partnership with Iranian Lesbian and Transgender Network (6Rang), were the members of LGBT
community.
As the findings of our research indicate, transgender and homosexual people suffer from strong
censorship and lack of reliable information about different sexual orientations and gender identities.
The research reveals that healthcare professionals in Iran are unable to provide such information
because either they themselves are homophobic or have to respect the laws which prohibit them to let
their clients consider homosexuality as a natural desire. In order to make alternative and accurate
information available for LGBT individuals, we set up an online counselling system in 2013 which
continued to be active in 2014.
In the last year, through our online counselling system, we provided support to 84 people who were
mostly based in Iran, in cities such as Tehran, Zahedan, Kerman, Rasht, Qazvin, Karaj and Tabriz. We
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also supported some LGBT asylum seekers in Turkey. Except for a few who were gay, most of our clients
were either lesbian or transgender.

The subject of counselling services to LGBT
individuals and their families

36%
64%

Legal and seurity counselling
Sexual orientation and gender identity
related issues

Jointly with Iranian Lesbian and Transgender Network (6Rang), JFI held a training workshop in Istanbul
in June 2014 for 13 LGBT activists, who either came from Iran or resided in Turkey as asylum seekers,
which included imparting information on homosexuality and sex change operations in Iran as well as
basic education on activism. The participants described the training as mind-altering in the evaluation
session.
We also organised a joint workshop with Gulf Centre for Human Rights (GCHR) for four Iranian human
rights defenders in December.

Litigation
Over the past year, in light of the fact that the Judiciary is not independent in Iran and the perpetrators
of human rights abuses enjoy absolute impunity, we began our litigation program. With the aim of filing
court cases against perpetrators and hold them accountable, we continued to identify perpetrators
who are either travelling or residing outside Iran and advanced current cases involving Universal
Jurisdiction. We also started both factual and legal research about 3 potential cases in close
collaboration with expert organizations including Redress and The European Center for Constitutional
and Human Rights (ECCHR).
Evidence against an Iranian human rights violator who is believed to have UK residency was submitted
to the Metropolitan Police War Crimes Team. The unit was examining the evidence at the time this
report was compiled.
JFI also submitted a request for intervention as a third party in the case of Iranian state media against
the Council of European Union.
In May 2013, the Council adopted restrictive measures against two directors of Press TV, the English
Channel of the Islamic Republic, because of their role in broadcasting the confessions of political
prisoners that had been obtained by torture. Mohammad Sarfaraz and Hamid Reza Emadi challenged
this sanction before the European Court of Justice. Justice for Iran previously published the report Cut!
Take Press TV Off the Air and recommended the EU authorities to ban this media organization since it
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runs on the torture and suppression of citizens. The European Court of Justice is yet to decide if JFI will
be allowed to intervene as a third party and submit new evidence on behalf of the victims.

Advocacy and public education
JFI does not solely research for the purpose of research, but to complement action. Therefore, JFI’s
research in 2014 was also followed up by advocacy plans. Like previous years, JFI used traditional and
social media for spreading its messages. JFI issued 27 press releases on different issues and reached
millions of Iranians through a massive presence in Farsi mainstream media, also occasionally reaching
English mainstream media outlets. The launch of our report on LGBT rights was well-received by the
Turkish newspaper Hurriat as well as some Turkish LGBT websites.

Number of JFI media coverages in TV and Radio
channels
30
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Radio
Farda

Radio
Radio
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Other
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JFI also collaborated with Manoto TV in the production of a human rights public education show, called
Rou-dar-Rou (Face-to-Face) which touched millions of viewers in Iran. Farsi websites also covered our
advocacy messages this year more regularly and some of JFI’s reports were quoted by newspapers and
news websites inside Iran, though mostly without citation. This was understandable due to the risk of
being shut down by the government for acknowledging the work of a human rights organisation based
outside of the country.
Face to Face: Co-produced by JFI, the first two episodes of Face to Face were broadcasted by Manoto
TV, the most popular satellite channel with an estimated 24 million viewers inside Iran. Face to Face is
a reality show featuring the contradictory narratives of a historical event with confronts two opponent
figures from that certain incident while neither of them know who will be on the other side. Each
episode includes an opportunity for viewers to reach their own conclusion as a means of reconciliation
through civilised and meaningful dialogue. The first episode puts the Islamic Republic of Iran’s first
president, who currently lives in exile in Paris, and leaders of Kurdish opposition forces face to face to
talk about the 24-day war of Sanandaj (April 1980),in which hundreds of civilians were killed and many
activists were summarily executed.
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The second episode shows a deep and frank dialogue between one of the panellists of Iran After the
Elections conference known as the Berlin Conference (March 1999) and one of the protesters of that
conference, which was disrupted and rioted by exiled political activists.
Social media campaigns: Concomitant with the release of the report on compulsory hijab, JFI created
a dedicated Facebook event in Farsi to create a social media wave at grassroots level. JFI invited the
public to submit accounts and experiences relating to harsh measures to enforce the hijab on women
in Iran over the past 35 years. More than 800 individuals joined the event and publicly shared 90 moving
and personal accounts relating to the enforcement of hijab laws on women of all backgrounds and ages.
At least 4104 visitors viewed the event.

UN Advocacy
Throughout 2014, JFI was quite active in using the UN human rights mechanisms. The Universal Periodic
Review (UPR) of Iran created a unique opportunity for JFI to draw the attention of international
community to recommendations which arose from the findings of its reports. We submitted an
alternative report to the UPR which focused on the three issues of sex reassignment surgeries,
compulsory hijab and sexual torture. We also assisted WLUML to submit a report to the UPR on gender
discriminatory laws including the minimum age of marriage. JFI also prepared and distributed 5 brief
reports which included facts and recommendations on the issues of medicalisation of sexual orientation
and gender identity, early marriages, family planning, sexual torture and compulsory hijab. We
personally met close to forty representatives of various member states of the Human Rights Council
session in Geneva and pre-session events. We also briefed several diplomats in capitals through written
communication on our suggested recommendations which produced incredible results. In the actual
UPR session, 11 states made recommendations on LGBT rights and 6 of these made recommendations
on early marriage. There were numerous recommendations on women’s rights as well, some using the
exact wording suggested by JFI.
Interestingly, in the previous cycle of Iran’s UPR, only three countries made very general SOGI
recommendations, an insufficient number to highlight the seriousness of the issue.
JFI also used other UN human rights mechanisms in addition to the UPR. We submitted 5 alternative
reports to different UN bodies such as the Office of High Commissionaire, CSW, UN Working Group on
Gender Discrimination in Law and Practice and UNODC Justice Section. Moreover, we started a
relationship with ILO by sending them information about a new bill which contains discriminatory
policies which violate women’s rights to work.
We also submitted an urgent appeal to the UN Special Rapporteurs and experts on the case of Ahwazi
Arab activists who were sentenced to death. As reported in the UN Human Rights Council’s
communication report, the Council called on the Iranian government to respond to JFI’s allegations but
it has not yet done so.
In response to their calls, JFI submitted a report on the Discriminatory Laws of the Islamic Republic of
Iran in Family Life to the United Nations Working Group on Discrimination against Women in Law and
in Practice and a report on gender-related killings of women and girls issued by the UNODC Justice
Section in 2014 which are accessible on UN websites as references.
Ahead of the UPR 2014, Justice for Iran met with representatives of at least 30 countries at the UN
Human Rights Council in Geneva and made recommendations on topics based on its recent
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publications: JFI brief and recommendations on early marriage in Iran, JFI & 6Rang brief and
recommendations on LGBT rights in Iran, JFI brief and recommendations on women’s rights in Iran.

Joint Actions
JFI successfully led the following three joint initiatives:
1. The joint NGO submission to the UN Committee of the Rights of the Child, in which 12 NGOs
including Amnesty International and Frontline Defenders were involved;
2. The joint statement of 11 NGOs to UN experts on the environmental crisis in Southwest of Iran.
3. Alongside Redress, JFI submitted a complaint to the UN Working Group on Arbitrary Detention
(WGAD) to intervene on behalf of Zainab Jalalian, a female Kurdish activist who was sentenced
to life imprisonment.
JFI also participated in several collective advocacies initiated by Iranian, regional and international
organizations on various issues such as death penalty for ethnic minority activists in Iran, the EU policies
towards Iran’s human rights, the situation of human rights defenders in Syria and Bahrain and early and
forced marriages.
The joint letter issued by JFI and 10 other organizations to the EU Parliament prior to ratification of the
resolution was highly welcomed and led to the resolution of 3 April 2014. where MEPs expressed their
grave concerns on the situation of human rights in Iran,
Amnesty International Spain invited the Executive Director of JFI to a speaking tour about the bills
where in addition to participating in public events and meetings in five cities, Shadi Sadr had 18
interviews with the most important Spanish newspapers, radio and television channels. The tour
massively affected public opinion about the situation of women under Rouhani’s administration and
the actions they should take to stop the discriminatory bills being passed.

Outreach
In 2014, the reach of JFI’s work on various issues was not confined to conference rooms and
international meetings. It spread to the streets in Istanbul Pride and pride events in other cities such
as Stockholm and Toronto. Iranian homes were also reached through mainstream media, connecting
millions of Iranians to the issues JFI worked on.
•
•
•

•
•
•

JFI had 290 direct beneficiaries who benefited from its counselling services and training.
JFI reports, press releases and news stories were covered 215 times in the media.
One of our videos, Final Moment, the winner of 2014 WVN2 Film Festival, reached 1,917,265
views in total on different YouTube channels. We were also present on other social media
channels such as YouTube (31,175 views), Soundcloud (996 listens), Twitter and Instagram.
JFI website had 87,939 unique visitors and received 4,630,487 hits.
The total number of people who reached us by our Facebook page was 429,587.
JFI reached at least 630 policymakers at the UN, EU and other government organisations
through face to face meetings, written communication and emails. We constantly inform them
of our initiatives and appeals for the lack of implementation of international commitments by
IRI in different issues; some mentioned above.

2
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•

Lastly, we continue to spread our messages in countries such as Sweden, Germany, Canada,
United Kingdom and Australia where we have active networkers through participation in event,
panels and meetings. In 2014, 6Rang networkers held presentations and speeches in 5 cities3
where a total number of 320 people attended.

Some of Challenges
•

•

•
•

•

In the absence of an Iranian women’s human rights organisation which exclusively focuses on
the situation of women’s rights in Iran at an international level, JFI had to fill more gaps which
involved more resources than ever anticipated.
Although JFI also started two other research projects in 2014 which are supposed to be
completed in 2015, the lack of interest amongst donors to support research and
documentation projects remains as a main obstacle for the projects.
PayPal suspended our account and the accounts of all donors, citing the economic sanctions
against Iran. Therefore, our main tool for crowdfunding was not available.
Due to the shift in EU and US policy on not to adopt any new human rights sanctions against
the perpetrators while the new round of nuclear negotiations is going on, we shifted the
approach and adapted the main purpose of our Databank. In other words, the Databank is no
longer only used as a source for advocacy, to add more names into the list of those subjected
to human rights sanctions, but also to feed our litigation program as well as to publicly name
and shame.
While we have 17 volunteers and interns, we have only three staff to supervise and manage
them, presenting a structural problem.

Towards the Next Year
•

One of the conclusions all JFI staff reached in our two-day internal evaluation meeting was the
necessity of using creative and innovative ways of communication. To put this into practice,
we will create an interactive map of human rights violators next year.

•

Considering the successful results of our UPR advocacy, JFI decides to only engage with the
mechanisms which directly hold the Iranian government accountable.

Our Supporters

3
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